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President’s Report

Rob Shapiro

As we all can see, spring is here and our
community is looking a bit better. However, there are
still many homeowners who neglect their property. Itis
critical that we all pitch in to maintain not only our
common areas, but our personal property as well. The
management company will be more active in notifying
home owners who are in violation.

Due to a very high percent of foreclosure and
distressed property in our community, it has become
important that we all maintain a high standard so our
home values do not keep dropping. The fact now is that
The Highlands has many homes that are delinquent in
paying assessments. If our community reaches 15%,
the banks and lending companies may "tag" The
Highlands as a "HIGH RISK" community for those of us
who need to rent, sell, or refinance. Make no mistake,
your neighbor who is neglecting their home, yard, etc.,
is directly affecting your home value in a negative way.
Please report to PMP all homes that are in violation of
any kind. It's our responsibility, it's our community.

Now that the weather is nice, and kids are running
around the neighborhood, please SLOW DOWN in
your vehicles. Also, all parents MUST SUPERVISE
their kids playing. Montgomery County has laws
stating that kids under 8 years old cannot be home
alone unsupervised by any person younger than 13.
So young children running around our community
unsupervised is not only dangerous but unlawful.

In closing, our community has its own set of unique
growing pains. | feel that if we continue to increase our
participation and concern for our community we will be
able to overcome some of these challenges.

Thank you!

Important Contact Info

Highlands at Clarksburg Homeowners Association

Property Manager — Kimberly Howell

Property Management People
955-B Russell Avenue
Gaithersburg, MD 20879
(301) 963-3337

Kim.ch@pmpbiz.com

Highlands at Clarksburg Website!!

Our community is online at
http://www.highlandsatclarksburg.com.

The Highlands at Clarksburg has a website that will help keep
the community informed of meetings and other events and
issues. It will also be a place where you can get the latest
forms for architectural changes, and even pay your HOA
dues online with a credit card. You can get important phone
numbers and website addresses there also. Please visit the
site and let us know how you like it. Send us ideas for
information you would like to see there.

WELCOME!
The Board of Directors would like to welcome Alan Jung, the
newest member of the Highlands at Clarksburg Board of
Directors. He is filling out the remainder of the term of our
recent open position.

The main goal of the Highlands at Clarksburg Community Newsletter
is to cover community issues of interest to homeowners and
residents of Highlands at Clarksburg in Clarksburg, Maryland.
Highlands at Clarksburg does not adhere to any political belief.
Highlands at Clarksburg homeowners and residents are encouraged
to submit articles or letters for publication.
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Homeowner Knowledge

Weeds and Mowing

T’is the season for weeds! If you don’t stop them, they will spread to your neighbor’s yard. A bag of fertilizer and weed
killer can be purchased at stores such as Home Depot for under $20. Remember that as a member of our community,
you have a responsibility to keep your grass cut and looking good. Don’t let your busy schedule prevent you from
keeping our neighborhood beautiful. If you are too busy to keep up with the weeds and tall grass, perhaps some
enterprising teens in our neighborhood can help for some extra spending money.

Making Changes to Your Yard?

Adding a storm door? Adding trees/bushes? Remember, you must first obtain written approval from the HOA BEFORE
beginning! You can visit our neighborhood website for news and the application: www.HighlandsAtClarksburg.com.
Don’t forget the www! This includes, but is not limited to, changes to landscaping, decks, patios, sheds, fences, etc.,
and adding trees/shrubs. Just a quick note to remind that storm doors must be % or full view glass and must match
the front door or the trim around the front door. You may not install a door which is half glass and half door. If you have
done so, you may need to have this removed.

Front Yard Lights

If you have a decorative lamppost in your front yard, it needs to be on when it gets dark. Most of these lights have an
optical sensor that turns the light on after the sun goes down. If your light is on a switch, please ensure you turn the
switch back on. If your bulbs have burned out, they are simple to replace and you don’t need any tools!

Replacing the bulbs is an easy process.

Just unscrew the top.

Remove the nut.

The entire glass cage will lift right off the top and

allow you access to replace the bulbs.

These are the type of bulbs you need. Note they

| have the small screw areas — not the large ones like
. you find in regular household bulbs. You can use
anything 50 watts or less for the best effect.
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Community Event JUNE 7 - ICE CREAM SOCIAL!

“ Mark your calendars for Saturday, June 7, and join our community from 3-5 PM for an ice cream K~J)>
and fun social in and around the pavilion in our park. Please e-mail Shiva Sobhani, W
shayan106@netzero.net, to help plan the event. The HOA will provide snacks suitable to that <

day's weather; hopefully the sun will be shining and we can all enjoy ice cream sundaes! We

hope to have games for the kids, time to socialize and get to know each other, and tables to

advertise community businesses, babysitters, summer activities, and a whole lot more! Please

stop by with your family and get to know your neighbors here in the Highlands!

Community Rules REMINDER

. TRASH CANS — Our recycling day is Wednesday, and our trash pickups are on Wednesday and Saturday. Garbage and recycling
cans should be placed at the end of your driveway no earlier than sunset on the day prior to pickup, and the empty cans need to be
removed from view on the day of pickup. This rule is important to maintain the aesthetics of our community.

. PARKING IN ALLEYS — The alleys in our community, found behind garages in the townhome section and the single family houses with
detached garages, are fire lanes. Residents and visitors should not be parking in these fire lanes, as they are subject to ticketing and
towing by the Montgomery County Fire Department. (NOTE: The fire dept., police dept. and the Homeowners Association have the
power to tow vehicles parked in fires lanes immediately.) Each garage has space for two vehicles (except some of the single car garage
townhomes), and the parking pads can also be used. Publicly available parking is also available around the community park and on the
county streets. When you park your vehicle in the alleys, it not only makes driving through the alleys for your fellow residents more
difficult, it can dangerously impede rescue and fire vehicles in case of an emergency, as well as trash trucks.

. BASKETBALL HOOPS — Throughout our community, several of the moveable/collapsible basketball hoops are in use by our residents.
Their use is allowed, and encouraged, as we do not have many recreational choices in our community for teenagers. However, our rules
state that these basketball hoops, and other recreational toys/equipment, may only be placed on private property, not common elements
like roads or alleys, when in use. When not in use, the basketball hoops and other toys and equipment must be stored out of view.

. PETS - Itis nice to see so many of our residents walking their dogs on nice days in the community. The vast majority of our residents
adhere to all rules pertaining to our dogs — including both our community rules and Montgomery County laws. Remember that dogs are
not allowed to be in common areas without a leash. Also, please pick up after your dog. A clean and safe community requires
cooperation by ALL of our residents.

Elementary School News

The boundary study is winding down. PTA position papers are due in early June, and the HOA will be submitting a paper as well
that will go directly to the Superintendent. With the recent announcement that the next new elementary school, Clarksburg Cluster
Elementary #9, will be in Clarksburg Village, most members of our community feel strongly that with Little Bennett, School #9, and
our community all being on the east side of 355, it is not in the best interest of our community to attend Clarksburg Elementary or
the new Milestone school which are on the west side of 355. The demarcation line used in the last boundary study was 355, and
we hope to clearly show for reasons of safety, community, stability, and travel routes, Clarksburg Elementary or the new Milestone
school are not where our children should attend elementary school. Residents are urged to stay involved and informed in this
matter; this affects many different aspects of our community and homes! Please e-mail Shiva Sobhani, shayan106@netzero.net,
with any comments or questions or to be added to the regular e-mail updates on this specific issue.

Board of Directors Meetings High School News

The Highlands of Clarksburg Homeowners Association |  after a special meeting with the Transportation Department and MCPS's
tBoatrtd Oé ?II‘]?C;OI’S {ne;]at? monthly, and you are '”V't‘?td chief operating officer, Mr. Larry Bowers, high school students in our
0 attend fo Tind out what IS going on in our community, community were given permission to ride the bus to and from high school

and to make your thoughts known regarding important . .
issues. A pe%od of timge is set aside gat the %egiﬁning again. Thanks to everyone for all of their support! Dr. Weast and the Board

of each meeting for members of the Association to of Education are making changes to the transportation policy, and some of
address the Board of Directors. The Board of the points are specifically coming out of the last meeting that our parents
Directors meets on the fourth Wednesday of each had and issues that they raised. When the new policy is adopted, we will
month at the Montgomery County Ombudsman Office have to see how it possibly affects our community again. It is obvious the
next to Mayorga Coffee. concerns and issues that had our bus use reinstated this year have been

clearly identified, and we are hopeful that our service will not be disrupted

* May 28,2008 at 7 pm again, but things in Clarksburg may continue to change the next few years.

e June 25,2008 at 7 pm
e July 23,2008 at 7 pm

|
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When dues dry up, The Neighbors Pay ($)
in arecent article of the Wall Street Journal:

Here’s another consequence of the troubled housing
market: Some homeowners associations are running
low on cash.

iThe associ atHAlacenacanimuriypoh a c g
single-family homes and condominiums in Denver, is
short $250,000 of its $9.3 million annual operating
budget. It candét pay fo
to homes. Potholes in t
order to save money to keep electricity running in
common areas, says Dee Tyler, CEO of Colorado
Association Services, which manages the association.
Monaco Place was already suffering from a high rate of
foreclosures before the credit crunch hit. In the past
three years, about a third of its 193 units have been
foreclosed on. o

roon
he

Some areas are worse than others:

iAt Spanos Park East in St
about 25% of the devddmiyp mg
homes have been delinquent in paying their quarterly
dues, according to Adrianne Bretao, a manager at

M&C Associations Management Services, which helps

to manage the community association. As a result, the
association has put off expanding a patio area in the
clubhouse and swimming pool this year, says Denise
Laven,t he associationds pres

Mayorga Coffee Clarksburg
Conveniently located Intersection of
Route 355 and Stringtown
23207 Stringtown Road
Clarksburg MD 20871
Phone# 301-528- 1676
Clarksburg@mayorgacoffes com

OPENING TIMES
Mon-Fri 6:00 Am to 8:00Pm
Sat 7:00Am to 8:00Pm
sun 8:00Am to 7:00Pm
*Open Longer On Event Nightsx*

A Authontic Caffee Expericace

Come ia aad Expaiteace the differeace

There isn’t a day that goes by that an article like the one quoted above appears in the newspaper somewhere in the US speaking to
the current state of our economy and more specifically the housing market. In our last newsletter we spoke about how dues are the
lifeblood of the community. It's our dues that allow our community to keep the grass cut in the common areas, clear our roads

when there is a snow storm, pick up our trash,
UPC » UNTY 7

etc. Please notice that I'm not talking about
anything but the basic necessities and that's the
exact point that I'm trying to make. Our dues
allow the association to provide those very
seemingly basic necessities that many of us
take for granted in order to maintain the
community in a manner that each of us
expected when we moved here.

SUMMER SEASO
Now IN-Stock!!

San Adams Sumimers Ale,
‘?l.:"' ‘ﬁ"'- ‘, 5u-‘lo' \' '/hnm L

Over time it is our hope that with careful
management and due diligence of the
association’s dues, we will be able to provide
greater services and amenities. But, as you can
see from the above referenced article, it is
imperative for each of us to remain diligent in
paying our dues in a timely fashion.

' .. IR v’CJE‘ H.US Hard TQE.

Lmnee Weswtlon

The HOA would like to thank you in advance
Flavorad Maltsv and encourage each homeowner for your
Mojitos & New assistance in making the community a better
Winas! place to live by contributing not only your dues
but your time, your ideas and your passion. We
look forward to seeing you at the next HOA
meeting.

-- Rl
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